Grade 4 Sample Test Prompt

Word Choice

We all have things that we believe are exciting. Think of something you have done

that was exciting to you. It might be winning a ball game, getting a new pet, or
riding a bike.

Write a story about atime when you felt excited.

Y our essay should
e Haveabeginning, middle, and end.
e Describe the exciting experience.

e Include details about the experience.

Remember to edit for spelling, grammar, punctuation, and capitalization.
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AIMS Six Trait Analytic Writing Rubric — Official Scoring Guide

WORD CHOICE

6

Words convey the intended message in an exceptionally

interesting, precise, and natural way appropriate to

audience and purpose. The writer employs arich, broad

range of words, which have been carefully chosen and

thoughtfully placed for impact. The writingis

characterized by

e accurate, strong, specific words; powerful words
energize the writing.

e fresh, origina expression; dang, if used, seems
purposeful and is effective.

e vocabulary that is striking and varied, but that is
natural and not overdone.

e ordinary words used in an unusual way.

e wordsthat evoke strong images; figurative language
may be used.

5

Words convey the intended message in an interesting,
precise, and natural way appropriate to audience and
purpose. The writer employs a broad range of words
which have been carefully chosen and thoughtfully
placed for impact. The writing is characterized by

accurate, specific words; word choices energize the
writing.

fresh, vivid expression; slang, if used, seems
purposeful and is effective.

vocabulary that may be striking and varied, but that
is natural and not overdone.

ordinary words used in an unusual way.

words that evoke clear images; figurative language
may be used.

4

Words effectively convey the intended message. The
writer employs a variety of wordsthat are functional and
appropriate to audience and purpose. Thewriting is
characterized by

words that work but do not particularly energize the
writing.

expression that is functional; however, slang, if used,
does not seem purposeful and is not particularly
effective.

attempts at colorful language that may occasionally
seem overdone.

occasional overuse of technical language or jargon.
rare experiments with language; however, the
writing may have some fine moments and generally
avoids clichés.

3

Language is quite ordinary, lacking interest, precision and
variety, or may be inappropriate to audience and purpose
in places. The writer does not employ a variety of words,
producing a sort of “generic” paper filled with familiar
words and phrases. The writing is characterized by

e words that work, but that rarely capture the reader’s
interest.

e expression that seems mundane and genera; dlang, if
used, does not seem purposeful and is not effective.

e attemptsat colorful language that seem overdone or
forced.

e wordsthat are accurate for the most part, although
misused words may occasionally appear, technical
language or jargon may be overused or
inappropriately used.

¢ reliance on clichés and overused expressions.

2

Language is monotonous and/or misused, detracting
from the meaning and impact. The writingis
characterized by

words that are colorless, flat or imprecise.
monotonous repetition or overwhelming reliance on
worn expressions that repeatedly distract from the
message.

images that are fuzzy or absent altogether.

1

The writing shows an extremely limited vocabulary or is
so filled with misuses of words that the meaning is
obscured. Only the most general kind of message is
communicated because of vague or imprecise language.
The writing is characterized by

general, vague words that fail to communicate.
an extremely limited range of words.

words that simply do not fit the text; they seem
imprecise, inadequate, or just plain wrong.
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Grade 4 Writing Word Choice — Score Point 1

Writin
g FINAL COPY

Yo Nomg S lpoke.
(S’Nl U"r\r\Q, gi UDC)O S
CHloc Y3 ced ap Dlay s

Soccerc. Y
My—ocotiec 3 %igﬁ S e oall.
Mo Modhes 1S mu_ Dog
\San 6g MR

%4%: and e the L\'C;.—m\a.

L Fod

Score point 1 — Only the most general kind of message is
communicated because of vague and imprecise language . The writing
shows an extremely limited vocabulary .
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Writing

Grade 4 Writing Word Choice — Score Point 2
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— Score point 2 — Language is monotonous, detracting from impact -

and meaning. The writer uses “I will tell you” 3 times in 6 sentences, | __
“walk” 3 times, and “I” 7 times, evidence of monotonous repetition.

Page 4

Arizona Department of Education

Page 4 of 10

Anchor Papers for Grade 4 Sample Test Writing Prompt

Go On .

Jan uary 2007



Grade 4 Writing Word Choice — Score Point 3

Writin
g FINAL COPY
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|| Score point 3 — Language is quite ordinary and lacks precision. i
Expression seems mundane and general . Words work, but rarely

capture the reader’s interest. Action verbs are missing and only afew
modifiers are used to take the paper beyond the “generic” paper filled
— with familiar words and phrases. H
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Grade 4 Writing Word Choice — Score Point 4A

Writing
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Grade 4 Writing Word Choice — Score Point 4B

Writing

FINAL COPY

We fel)- prond. 1 h;'t— nerupns o,

TiaaMy  cas > iieve . wp. MWe Sl \lVWesr e

e AL Cpsvn ons A_g"\-!l - G N da we. We Feit oo

N v ] ’rmk‘.‘ el W 3a:hg¢__'h_$n.._ﬁmﬂv el

?mh.d.i \Jf_, 4 “ dn—ﬂ_c(__ g ""‘L@ t\lé k-:\fu'_. ;iﬂg ;'_!g"

o TH (et L snden, ™Mind  jees %o

(‘2"4\ M “‘"‘-E’! Jecond poLs o> L occl, C—"‘w\:r%:ha \‘ !cét:

Ve wene _all shappy » The v mueny body  go®

A wagdal TN pes A2 exsibby daye ol -y

Life.

Scor e point 4 — Words effectively convey the intended message . The writer
employs avariety of words that are functional and appropriate to audience and
purpose. There are rare experiments with lanqguage; however, the writing may have

some fine moments. For instance, “This time it wasn’t practice, it was the real
competition” stands out and does energize the writing.
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Grade 4 Writing Word Choice — Score Point 5

Writing

FINAL COPY
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Scor e point 5 — The writer employs a broad range of words which have
been carefully chosen and thoughtfully placed for impact . The writer
involves the reader with words and phrases such as “Woosh, Woosh,”
“Then bang!” and the multiple underlining of “only” and “ever.” These
words evoke clear images.
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Grade 4 Writing Word Choice — Score Point 6A

Writin
g FINAL COPY

: to_ Houwzgii, When

Lt gof off  4he plan_ride T didal  know where L waS the
Gl e gmgz.'ns,g could  not  belieye TH We {‘gg‘:j %a:\ to

\the hotel T+ _hed €lamminans In the lobh, .

> J

—7'bc_nﬁx}_dg_y_L_xam_a¢_and_lmkgd_mdmo_ﬂm5ﬂﬁng_

wos _(nigue. We. all et oustsde to__look _ab Tk In _the

afaghgl\‘l' it s S?ecjmcr.lan.rko poo| _hed watersiide [ We _unent
down it & fo of +.‘m:.s.f 5"'@"4‘6’0‘ o s AECOS  On _‘l'_hC-
walle and frees by the end OF the feip L Gund 110
%sgos.' W, bought infer hubes  ang went fo the barsch We 1 ould |
|Sit_there and the waves would push 0S  up shore. That
Inight when we ate  divher T _dJhowght T was In
peaken,

The next morning __iue woke __up _early
7o __go Snockelling We Sirolled down the roed iq e
Spot. L dove  pwnder  fhe  water  every  where T
| furnned  theve  gas  co new animal, We  sew cuevy,
Coloe 6% the  rainlow under _dhe  sea.l  loved
it T Gl fhe o pew born ‘ng— Jost  opening
My eyes fo o  new _weorld. T turnad avound
and __bam __there _wos o Sea Yartle ! T4 was
So Cdmgl',‘[:u"!l woS _not  even  Sdrd of ws.t b
was Qh'm:z?‘nr:j- I never 'H'N?Uehf' that T would

eVer Sct o  Sea  hurile Swivaming gkl next o me.
Page 4 Go on WP
Arizona Department of Education Page 9 of 10 January 2007

Anchor Papers for Grade 4 Sample Test Writing Prompt



Grade 4 Writing Word Choice — Score Point 6B

Writing
FINAL COPY
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Scor e point 6 — Words convey the intended message in an exceptionally
- Interesting, precise, and natural way . The writer uses vocabulary that isstriking [
and varied, but that is natural and not overdone. Words and phrases such as

“unique,” “spectacular,” “strolled,” “I felt like a new born baby just opening my
— eyes to a new world,” and “frightened but amused” are examples of fresh, B
origina expression. These and other words evoke strong images. ]
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